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in Faustus' heart. But Goethe tried to reconcile the two worlds,
the pagan and the Christian, whereas Paracelsus was rent apart
by their conflict.
Legend goes strange ways. It first grafted Paracelsian traits
upon the obscure necromancer Faustus; then, through the sensi-
tive imagination of inspired poets, it rediscovered the sources of
Paracelsian symbolism: Faust's yearning, in Goethe's version, "to
know what holds the world in its joints" only echoes Paracelsus'
claim: "Man may get hold of and enclose the entire world in his
grasp, with all its foundations and in clear perception of its per-
fect wholeness." 26